


A&T’s Cycle prize

ASTLEY & ey Cycle
Speedway Club hosted
their annual presentation
and social evening at the
Miners' Welfare Club.

Seventy-five people attend-
ed the event, which consisted
of music, DVD footage of the
club's matches during the
year, an appearance by
Wigan's Olympics Ambas-
sador Trevor Barton as guest
speaker, a splendid buffet and
of course, the presentation of
many awards to the club's rid-
ers, officials and volunteers.

Forty-four rider awards
were presented, with many of
the club's new riders present
to receive their awards on the
night.

In addition to the presenta-
tion of trophies for com-
petitions already won on the
track, there were four special
awards presented on the
night. Callum Maguire won
the North West Trophies Cup
for being the Best Novice, Cia-
ran Collins won the Rory

Blackwell Cup for being the
Best Newcomer, Matthew
Snell won the Most Improved
Rider Award and Max Evans
won the J. Fisher & Sons Cup
for being the Young Rider of
the Year.

The A & T club has long
appreciated the value of its
officials and volunteer helpers
and 17 people received their
customary present from the
club in recognition of their
efforts during the past year.
This year's winner of the Ron
Hack Memorial Cup for the
Volunteer of the Year was Will
Evans. A special presentation
was made to the Wigan
Unsung Hero in Sport winner
June Phillips, who is retiring
after many years as the Club's
Catering Manager.

It was another great
evening's event, to celebrate
the club's activities and suc-
cesses during 2012,

The Astley & Tyldesley
Cycle Speedway Club are
delighted to announce a new

Some of the young riders who enjoyed the presentation
evening

club sponsor in CWTS Ltd.
The Atherton based compa-
ny's full title is Com-
missioning Water Treatment
Specialists Ltd and they have
agreed to be the club's main
sponsor for the next three
years. Thanks go to the club’s
new Social Secretary Alison
Dickinson for arranging this

sponsorship deal. A& T wel-
come three new members on
board to the 2013 Club Com-
mittee: Becky Heslop (De-
velopment Officer and Wel-
fare Officer), Alison Dickinson
(Social Secretary and Go-Ride
Club Contact), Janine Mur-
phy (Assistant Social
Secretary).

Pre-season cycle training starts

CYCLING

New members

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club have welcomed four
new members on board their
committee and announced a new
sponsorship.

Becky Heslop has taken on the
role of development officer and
welfare officer, Jayne Sweeney is
th_e assistant treasurer, Alison
Dickinson is the social secretary
and_ Go-Ride club contact, while
Janine Murphy is the assistant
social secretary.

Atherton-based Commissioning
Water Treatment Specialists Ltd
have agreed to be the club’s main
sponsor for the next three years.

ASTLEY & Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club begin their
on-track pre-season train-
ing this Sunday. The ses-
sions will be held at the cycle
track at the Astley

Miners' Welfare

gu T%lhgee;g]yemoad, Gin
f, 3 are open
to all club members andUE;}-
spective new members. First
session at 2 pm is for U-13
riders, followed by the ses-
sion for 13s and over starting

at3

'I'Eg:"e will also be flood-
lit sessions for the same
groupings on Tuesday 5th
February, at 7 pm and 8 pm
respectively, plus a further
floodlit coaching session for
the club’s regular team rid-
ers? on Thursday February 7
at

ese sessions will con-

tinue every Sunday, Tuesday
and Thursday (weather per-
mitting) until the first home
league match on Sunday
March 17, when Astley &
Eyldesley take on Bury in

orthern League fixtures at
Gin Pit.

Newcomers of all ages,
experience and ability will be

Prince (left) and British yé':c.fnﬁzg Board mber
Richard Kennedy (right)

most welcome to try out the
exciting sport of cycle speed-
way. Riders are required to
be fully covered from the
neck down.

The club has bikes and
helmets to loan out to riders
for the on-track sessions. For
further details, please visit
the club’s website at www.
astleycycles y.org.uk
or simply roll up to the track
15 minutes before the start
of the session.

Long serving Astley &
Tyldesley club official Mike
Hack was honoured at the
recent Cycle Speedway

Development Conference
at the Alexander Stadium,
Birmingham. Mike was pre-
sented with the Dave Blin-
ston Memorial Trophy for
winning the Cycle Speedway
Referee of the Year Award
for 2012.

Mike has been a referee
since 1975 and an Interna-
tional referee since 2004,
having taken charge of inter-
national matches, European
and World Championship
Finals both in this country
and abroad.




-

-

Mike Hack (centre) with last year's winner Bob Prince (left)

and British Cycling Board member Richard Kennedy (right)

INSPIRED by Great
Britain's cyclists at the
Olympics? Well here's your
chance to try out cycle
racing at your local track
in Tyldesley!

Astley & Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club are holding

| ing every Sunday afternoon.
The sessions will be held at
the cycle speedway track at
the Astley & Tyldesley Min-
ers' Welfare Club, Meanley
Road, Gin Pit, and are open to
all club members and prospec-
tive new members. First
session at 2pm is for U-13 rid-
ers, followed by the session for
13s and over starting at 3pm.
There will also be floodlit
sessions for the same group-
ings on Tuesday evenings, at
7pm and 8pm respectively,
plus a further floodlit coach-
| ing session for the club's
regular team riders on Thurs-

day evenings at Tpm. These
sessions will continue every
Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day (weather permitting)
until the first home league
match on Sunday 17th
March, when Astley & Tyldes-
ley take on Bury in Northern
League fixtures at Gin Pit.

Long serving Astley and
Tyldesley club official Mike
Hack was honoured at the
recent Cycle Speedway Devel-
opment Conference at the
Alexander Stadium, Birming-
ham. Mike was presented
with the Dave Blinston
Memorial Trophy for winning
the Cycle Speedway Referee
of the Year Award for 2012.
Mike has been a referee since
1975 and an International ref-
eree since 2004, having taken
charge of international match-
es, European and World
Championship Finals both in
this country and abroad.

Season

opener

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle Speed-
way Club open their 2013 season this

Sunday.

A&T will take on Bury in three
Northern League matches at Gin
Pit, with tapes up at 2pm.

First up will be the Division One

match, featuring the clubs' first
teams. This will be followed at
approximately 3.30pm by the Divi-
sion Two match for the clubs’
second teams.

The final match of the day will be
the Division Three match, featuring
the clubs' under 12s riders.

Racing promises to be fast and
furious as the riders hurtle round
the tight shale surfaced Gin Pit oval.

The track is at the Astley and
Tyldesley Miners' Welfare Club,
Meanley Road, Gin Pit, M29 7DW.

Danny Hughes In action
Returning
Hughes in
great form

ASTLEY & Tyldesley opened
the 2013 season by welcoming
closest neighbours Bury for a
Northern League fixture.
A&T marked their return
to Division 1, after a three
year absence, with a spirited
disglag, but were well beaten
97-51 by last year’s league run-
ners-up. Danny Hughes, mak-

ing a return after a six year .

absence was in great form,

- battling hard for his points,

with some spectacular riding
and taking A&T's only race
win in heat 10.

® The Division 2 match was
a closer affair, as A&T gave
it a real go against last year’s
league winners. Bury moved
into a 31-19 lead before it end-
ed 83-66. Captain Reece Pol-
litt impressed for A&T with
two race wins, with the others

all etﬁ:&% stuck in.

A&T lined up with 17 rid-
ers for the inaugural Division
3 match, exclusively for riders
aged under 12. A&T’'s Max
Evans was the only unbeaten
rider, with teammates Daniel
Burns and Matthew Snell bag-

ing 14 points each. Astley
%I«idesley 161 Bury 38.




ASTLEY and Tyldesley
cycle speedway club were
¢ unable to mark their
return to the Northern
League top flight with a
win after losing 97-51 at
home to Bury Comets
on the opening day of
the 2013 season.
A&T went into the
fixture still on a high
after finishing as
Division Two
champions last season,
= and they putina
spirited display in their

== SPEEDY The A&T team, above, and top points scorer
& Danny Hughes, bottom left, battles hard at the Gin Pit

No shame for A&T
in opening defeat

first Division One fixture
for three years, but last
year’s top flight runners-
up were too strong for
them at the Gin Pit.

Danny Hughes finished
top points scorer for A&T
with 11, winning the
club’s only race of the
meeting in heat 10.

A more experienced Bury
team had three riders
who raced unbeaten -
Chris Parish, Neil

Howarth and former A&T '

rider Damian Zareba.




GET SET FOR THE
SCHOOL OLYMPICS

Event will be a celebration
of our town and children

FORGET London 201%,
Leigh is limbering up for

ol its own exciting summer of

sport

The Juurnal can reveal that
on Tuesday. July 2. the Leigh
Olympics will be held at Leigh

N Sports Village.

And on Friday head teach-

g ers heads of sport and repre-

sentatives of clubs and

8 agencies from across the area

gathered (o hear more abwout
plans for the event

MP Andy Rurnham, who s
behind the ambitious pruject,
said: "I wanl people lo circle
the evening of Tucsday, July 2,
in the diary

“All of Leigh 15 invited In
cume down to the LSV and be a
part of what promises to be a
great celebration of our town
and its young peuple.

“2012 was about London but

Pictum: lan Park pn 7217 i A all eyes alll be o

‘2012 was about
London but in 2013, all
eyes will be on Leigh.
We will be leading the
way in keeping the 1012
spirit afive’

Leigh MP Andy Burnham

Leigl. We will be leading the
way in keeping the 2012 spirie
alive”

The Leigh Olympics is aimed
at pupils in year seven
upwards from 10 high schouls
avross the area and will stan
in the afternoon and run Inin
the ‘evening. when family
members will be able to attend

Thoere are also plans in the
pipeline for a separate event
fow primary schoolchildren,

While preparations are still
in their early stages, many
clubs have already expressed

Continued inside

Pole star is back

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club made the long haul
to Scotland to take on Edinburgh in
Sunday’s Northern League encoun-
ters.

Polish star Przemek Binkowski,
the world number five, made a
welcome reappearance in A&T
colours for the first time since A&T
were last in Division One in 2009.

Despite not having any track
training this winter, due to severe
weather in Poland, he won all his
five races to record a 20 points
maximum score.

The rest of A&T’s riders battled
hard throughout but found a solid
scoring and well-drilled Edinburgh
team a tough nut to crack.

A&T took a 6-4 race advantage in
heat one, but Edinburgh hit back
with a 7-3 score in the next race
and were never headed after that,
running out 94-55 winners, The
Division Two match was a much
closer affair before A&T fell 80-65.
Scorers: Danny Swales 13, Ron Makin 12 (1),
George Hughes 9 (3), Roy Heslop 9 (1), Max
Evans 7 (1), Ciaran Collins 7 (1), Danlel
Bumns 6, Becky Heslop 2.

A&T's under 12s riders romped to a convine-
ing win in the Division Three match.

Scorers: Max Evans 15, Matthew Snell 14,
Daniel Bums 13, Rhys Burgess 8, Dan Smith-
Makin 6.

Astley and Tyldesley stage the
opening round of the A&T Go-Ride
Grand Prix series this Saturday.
Registrations close at 9.30am, with
racing starting at 10am.

GET SET FOR THE SCHOOL
OLYMPICS:
From front page
thely dnterest in being invelved In the
.!u which will feature & mix

T 1.. and nonetr

publishing more
=veEnt and ws want

hig day
B For more detals about the event
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Cycle speedway youngsters start thelr title defence

ASTLEY and Tyldesleys Speedway
Club’s impressive junior section
start the defence of their
Manchester League Division Two
title at the Gin Pit on Wednesday,
registration 7pm for a 7.30pm start.

It marks the start of the
Manchester League series for both
the juniors and open age teams, as
the seniors will also contest the
Division One match.

Before that, Astley and Tyldesley
will host the Northumbria Vikings
in Sunday’s Northern League
encounter, starting at 2pm at the
Gin Pit.

There will be three matches

Grﬂan—'l brothers

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club hosted Northumbria
Vikings in a Northern League
fixture at Gin Pit on Sunday.

Brothers Paul and Mark Graham
made their A&T debuts in the
Division One match.

A 7-3 from the Mark
Graham/Danny Swales pairing left
the gap at just one point at the
interval.

Heats 10 and 11 proved to be
crucial in the match.

A tangle on the first bend in heat
10 resulted in both A&T riders
hitting the floor.

The race was stopped and a re-run
with all four riders was called, but
the referee subsequently changed
his mind with Danny Hughes
excluded from the re-run.

Paul Graham took second place as
the Vikings extended their lead to
six points.

Terry Kirkup and Gavin Parr flew
out of the traps in the next race to
take a 7-3 heat win over the M
Graham/Swales pairing to put
Northumbria in a strong position

ridden, as the CWTS Ltd sponsored
Astley team look to move up the
Division One and Division Two
tables, as well as extending their
unbeaten run in Division Three.

Spectators are welcome, with free
admission, to watch the afternoon’s
racing at the Astley & Tyldesley
Miners Welfare Club, Meanley Road.

The club are also delighted to
announce an extension in practice
sessions provided by the club, to
cater for the increasingly large
numbers of youngsters attending
Tuesday's club nights.

Three sessions will now run — the
first one for under 13s between 6pm

Mark Graham leading from Danny

Swales Picture: Sue Tydd

with four heats rem.
A&T hit back with two late 6-4

heat wins but Northumbria held on

to win 77-71.

and 7pm; the second one for a
different group of under 13s
between 7pm and 8pm; and the third
for juniors aged 13 and over and
seniors between 8pm and 9pm.

The sessions will be taken by the
club’s two British Cycling Level One
coaches Will Evans and Paul
Whitelegg.

Any interested newcomers
wishing to try out cycle speedway
are welcome to drop by one of these
sessions for a free taster.

Bikes and helmets are provided by
the club and further information
can be found at
astleycyclespeedway.org uk

debut for A&T Cycle Speedway

A&T scorers: Paul Graham 15 (plus one
bonus), Danny Swales 14 (1), Danny Hughes
14, Ron Makin 9 (2), Mark Graham 9 (1),
George Hughes 5, Roy Heslop 4, Stefan
Whitelegg 1.

A&T made a storming start in the
Division Two match, with three 7-3
heat wins in the first five races
opening up a 10 points lead.

Northumbria cur the deficit to 42-
38 by the interval but successive 7-3
wins in heats 10 and 11 effectively
sealed the team'’s first win of the
season.

Ron Makin narrowly missed out
on his first ever maximum for the
club when beaten in the last race.

A&T scorers: Ron Makin 18 (1), Roy Heslop
15 (2), George Hughes 14 (3), Ciaran Collins
12 (1), Stefan Whitelegg 10, Max Evans 9,
Daniel Burns 3, Matt Snell Jnr.

Northumbria had no riders for the
Division Three match as 11 A&T
riders took to the track.

A&T scorers: Max Evans 16, Daniel Burns 14,
Matt Snell 14, Rhys Burgess 13, lessica
Burgess 11, Alex Semtyshin 10, Ben Dickinson
10, Emily Burgess 9, Daisy Osmand 9, Ashton
Semtyshin 5, Charlie Burgess 4.
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Heckmondwike away shock

RESULTS: Astley & Tyldesley 67
Heckmondwike 82

ington 10, Ron Makin 8 (1),

George Hughes 8, Mark Gra-
ham 6 (1), Roy Heslop 5.

Reece Pollitt 18 (plus1 bonus),
Paul Graham 12 (2), Joel Part-
Thevisitorsdidn’t fieldanyrid-
ers for the Division 3 match, so
thethreeU12 A&T riderstooka

Astley & Tyldesley scorers:
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White sets ball rolling as
AS&T earnplaceinbigfinals

Astley & Tyldesley’s junior
cycle speedway squad were
in action at Stockport on
Saturday for the fourth and
final North Regional Round
of the British Youth & Jun-
ior League series.

Astley & Tyldesley start-
ed the day second in the
league table and needed to
maintain that position, with
the top two teams qualify-
ing for the National series
later this summer, to meet
six teams from the other
three regions. A strong per-
formance throughout by
Astley & Tyldesley riders
saw the team take second

placeon theday, tofinishin
second place in the league
table and secure a place in
the national series, for the
second year running. John
White set the ball rolling in
the U8 category, finishing
thirdin the Grand Prix ‘A’ Fi-
nal. Next up were the U10s,
with Matthew Snell taking
second placeinthe ‘A’ Final,
BenDickinson fourthinthe
‘B'Final and Ashton Semty-
shin firstin the ‘C’ Final.
Inthe U12 category, Max
Evanstookthird placeinthe
‘A’ Final, with Alex Semty-
shin finishingsecondinthe

‘C’Final. Ciaran Collins took

second place in the Ui4s
‘B’ Final, with Liam Briggs
fourth in the ‘B’ Final. Last
upwerethe u-16sand Reece
Pollitt rounded off a great
day by winning the Grand
Prix ‘A’ Final. It was anoth-
er great performance by a
set of local riders.

- British Youth & Jun-
ior League North Regional
Round 4 result: Sheffield
268, Astley & Tyldesley100,
Bury 70, Hull 56, Stockport
17. Final North Regional
League placings:Sheffield
21, Astley & Tyldesley 15,
Hull 13, Bury 11, Stockport
4, Heckmondwike 2.

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle Speedway Club's junior squad who finished in second place in the British Youth

and Junior League North division

Second place joy for
cycle speedway club

ASTLEY and Tyldesley Cycle
Speedway Club’s junior squad
were in action at Stockport on
Saturday for the fourth and final
North Regional round of the
British Youth and Junior
League series.

A&T started the day second in the
league table and needed to maintain
that position, with the top two teams
qualifying for the national series
later this summer, to meet six teams
from the other three regions.

A strong performance throughout
by A&T riders saw the team take
second place on the day, to finish in

second place in the league table and
secure a place in the national series,
for the second year running.

John White set the ball rolling in
the under eights category, finishing
third in the Grand Prix A final.

Next up were the under 10s, with
Matthew Snell taking second place
in the A final, Ben Dickinson fourth
in the B final and Ashton Semtyshin
first in the C final.

In the under 12s category, Max
Evans took third place in the A final,
with Alex Semtyshin finishing sec-
ond in the C final.

Ciaran Collins took second place
in the under 14s B final, with Liam

Briggs fourth in the B final.

Last up were the under 16s and
Reece Pollitt rounded off a great day
for A&T by winning the Grand Prix
A final.

It was another great performance
by a set of local riders, all proudly
representing their club.

British Youth and Junior League
North Regional round four result:
Sheffield 268, Astley & Tyldesley 100,
Bury 70, Hull 56, Stockport 17.

Final North Regional League plac-
ings: Sheffield 21, Astley & Tyldesley
15, Hull 13, Bury 11, Stockport 4,
Heckmondwike 2.












Manchester League Grand

14y i S

Reece unbeaten to win Grand Prix

REECE Pollitt’s stellar form
continued this week as Astley
and Tyldesley's cycle speedway
riders competed across the
country.

The 15-year-old raced unbeaten
at Bury on Wednesday night
during the final round of the
Manchester League Grand Prix to
win the overall under 16s Grand
Prix series.

Pollitt followed up with another
unbeaten score in round five of
the under 16s Northern Grand
Prix series at Hull on Sunday,
moving one point shy of the
leader with one round remaining.

The youngster concluded an

impressive week’s racing by
winning four of his five races in
the Northern Senior Fours
League match, top scoring for
A&T with 19 points from a
possible 20.

Elsewhere for A&T, Max Evans
was victorious in the under 12s
Grand Prix C final during
national round three of the
British Youth and Junior League
series at the Underwood track,
Newport on Saturday.

Ciaran Collins, Matt Snell and
Ben Dickinson also performed
well to reach major finals at the
event.

A&T managed to fulfil all

league fixtures this week, despite
the club’s resources being
stretched by the breadth of
participation from their riders.
AZT team results:

Manchester League Division One, round six:
Stockport 61, Bury 55, Astley & Tyldesley 14,
Manchester League Division Two, round six:
Bury 68, Stockport 51, Astley & Tyldesley 36.
British Youth and Junior League National
round three: Kesgrave 212, Exeter 150,
Sheffield 131, Ipswich 93, Poole 89,
Wednesfield 86, Astley & Tyldesley 40,
Bredford 33.

Northern Fours League round five: Stockport
63, Goshen 51, Hull 50, Bury 49,
Heckmondwike 46, Astley & Tyldesley 35.
Northern Junior League round five: Hull 158,
Bury 132, Heckmondwike 66, Stockport 42,
Astley & Tyldesley 40,







Speedway club welcomes grant for gear

Cycle speedway club celebrates successful season
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